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To be relevant for Cultural Leadership in the 21st century, the 25-year-
old Centre for Creative Arts - an interdisciplinary hub in the School of 
Arts in the College of Humanities at the University of KwaZulu-Natal - 
continues to redefine and reposition its role as a dynamic space in the 
University’s knowledge generation value chain by being: 

• A hub for seminars, workshops and festivals
• A partner for residencies and international exchanges
• A platform for academics, creative practitioners and audiences
• A mentoring and training space of early career artists and arts administrators.

This monthly 
newsletter produced 
by interns at the 
Centre for Creative 
Arts will provide 
regular updates about 
the Centre’s festivals 
and other activities. 
It will be distributed 
electronically on the 
first Monday of each 
month. 

Over many years, the Centre’s festivals have built a strong international profile 
for artistic excellence and for how the arts are critically engaged to advance 
social change. The Centre for Creative Arts is intentional about engaging the arts 
to strengthen South Africa’s constitutional democracy.  
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T
he Centre’s leadership role in presenting festivals, seminars, 
workshops and public events provide platforms for celebrations of 
the arts as well as being a platform for provocation and social change. 
At the onset of the national lockdowns in March 2020 to combat the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the Time of the Writer festival produced 
by the Centre for Creative Arts was the first South African festival to 
venture into the online space and paved the way for several other South 

African festivals to follow suit. The Centre’s JOMBA! Contemporary 
Dance Experience was awarded the Best Digital Creations Award by the 
National Institute for Humanities & Social Sciences (NIHSS). The festival also 
won the Business Arts South Africa (BASA) Chairman’s Award.

The Centre for Creative Arts has announced the following dates for this year’s 
festivals:

Time of the Writer: 16 – 21 March 2023
Jazz Freedom Month Festival: 27 – 30 April 2023
Artfluence Human Rights Festival: 3 – 8 May 2023
Durban International Film Festival: 21 – 30 July 2023
JOMBA! Contemporary Dance Experience: 29 August – 10 September 2023
Poetry Africa Festival: 9 – 15 October 2023. 

The festivals presented by the 
Centre for Creative Arts boldly 
engage with transformation, 
constitutional democracy, 
human rights, social justice, 
creative education and 
promoting access to the arts 
for all. Within a University 
landscape, the festivals 
are catalysts for disruption 
and change. They support 
innovation in research about 

the arts by academics and students; and in practice by artists and society. 
The festivals present content that is engaging, provocative and challenging; 
and it articulates and resonates with the University’s community engagement 
agenda. The festivals produced by the Centre for Creative Arts also contribute 
significantly to the cultural economy of eThekwini and to the province of 
KwaZulu-Natal.

Dr Sindiwe Magona will be the featured author at the 2023 Time of the Writer 
festival. Watch out for the March edition of The Eye for the full programme.
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The JOMBA! 
Contemporary Dance 
Experience is set to 
celebrate its 25th edition later 
this year. Business Arts South 
Africa (BASA) has been the first 

sponsor to step in to ensure that the past 
25 years of JOMBA! is documented in a well-
researched book that can be used for both 
scholastic purposes and as a celebration 
of the resilience of the festival to survive 
amongst some incredible challenges 
including the Covid-19 pandemic. 

JOMBA! is one of the only South African dance 
platforms in existence which provides national 
and international opportunities and exposure 
for dancers and choreographers. It always 
starts at a local level, supporting and nurturing 
KZN dancemakers first and partnering with 
local municipalities and structures. A vital 
element is the commissioning of new works 
by established and emerging choreographers. 

Internationally renowned dancemakers such as Gregory Vuyani Maqoma, Vincent 
Sekwati Mantsoe, Mamela Nyamza, Nelisiwe Xaba, Boyzie Cekwana, Jay Pather, 
PJ Sabbagha, Luyanda Sidiya and Yaseen Manuel have been invited to showcase 
their works at the festival. But the support of young choreographers such as Kristi-
Leigh Gresse, Bonwa Mbontsi, Sabelo Cele, Aphelele Nyawose, Nqubeko Ngema 
and Kamogelo Molobye, continues to bear fruit as these vibrant dancemakers 
make their mark here in SA. 

A strength of the festival is its connections to the African continent. Over the 
years, companies from Kenya, Madagascar, Senegal, Reunion, Nigeria, Uganda, 
Mozambique, DRC and others, have brought a wealth of collaborative knowledge 
and ways of working, always generously sharing skills during workshops which 
are open to all. During Covid, JOMBA! effectively pivoted to a digital offering and 
the public was able to access incredible dance films from the continent and 
beyond in a programme called “Open Horizons”.

You too can become a partner to JOMBA!’s success. Interested partners or potential 
sponsors can correspond with the CCA Director Ismail Mahomed at mahomedi@
ukzn.ac.za or with JOMBA! curator, Lliane Loots at lootsl@ukzn.ac.za

mailto:mahomedi@ukzn.ac.za
mailto:mahomedi@ukzn.ac.za
mailto:lootsl@ukzn.ac.za
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Poetry Africa’s 2nd 
volume of spoken word poetry 
titled, Rage, Revolution 
and Rapture: Voices 
Raised for Rights 
published by UKZN Press will 

launch on 21 March 2023 on International 
Poetry Day (South Africa’s Human Rights 
Day). The publication follows hot on the 
heels of Poetry Africa’s earlier anthology, 
Hashtag Poetry, which highlighted 
how South Africa’s spoken word poets 
lend their voices to the social justice 
movement.  Rage, Revolution and Rapture 
is edited by Tracey Saunders, Ismail 
Mahomed and Siphindile Hlongwa. 

“Young poets 
of diverse 
backgrounds 
position their 
voices as a 
democratising 
force and they 
draw upon racial, 
economic and 
gender injustices, 
as well as the 
zeitgeist of 
the nation, for 

subject matter. At the Centre for Creative Arts at the University of KwaZulu-
Natal, the Poetry Africa Festival has been able to engage with youth and social 
movements over the last 26 years”, says Siphindile Hlongwa, the curator of the 
Poetry Africa festival.

This anthology is developed by the Centre for Creative Arts through a partnership 
with the Right to Speak project, which was presented in association with the 
Hear My Voice NPO and which received support from the Goethe Institute, French 
Institute of South Africa, Wallonia Brussels and Representation of Flanders.

Poetry Africa’s earlier publication, Hashtag Poetry, was funded by the National 
Institute for Humanities & Social Sciences.
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Ten young graduates 
have started a 
yearlong internship 
at the Centre for 
Creative Arts. 
Funded by the 

Yes Youth programme and 
supported with a grant from 
the National Arts Council’s 
Presidential Economic 
Stimulus Plan (PESP), the 
ten interns will work on 

the Centre’s festivals and be mentored in arts leadership. The internship 
programme launched in 2021 aims to bridge the gap between graduation and 
the marketplace.

“This internship is a bridge 
from the university to the 
industry and everything 
is practical’, says Philile 
Njikija, an intern alumnus 
from the 2022 programme. 
“I learnt how to write 
proposals, reports, and 
was taught the planning 
that goes into drawing up 
a budget for a festival or 
a project. I used all that 
information while I was 
writing my own application 
for funding to the National 
Arts Council which was 

successful. Before the internship, the idea of independence terrified me as an 
artist in South Africa, but now I am optimistic about my future”, she added.

Philile Njikija will make her professional debut in March 2023 with her own 
production, “In the Last Hour Sold”. Details about the productions will be available 
on the Centre’s Facebook page from mid-February.
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To mark UNESCO’s World Radio Day on 
Monday 13 February 2023, the Centre for 
Creative Arts will be hosting a one-day 
Radio Festival with a broadcast of 
five of UNESCO’s most prized recordings.

With the courtesy of UNESCO, the Centre’s “Radio 
Festival” programme can be freely accessed at 
any time on the Centre’s Artfluence Human Rights 
Festival Facebook page on Monday 13 February. 
The programme will include:

  
 • Mr. Nelson Mandela’s acceptance speech during the award ceremony of   
  the Félix Houphouët-Boigny Prize 1991.  (13 minutes)
 • Interview with Former Prime Minister of India Ms. Indira Gandhi as     
  member of UNESCO Executive Board.  (12 minutes)
 • Nobel Peace Prize Winner and UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador Rigoberta   
  Menchú will talk about her life and action as spokesperson of the     
  Guatemalan indigenous population and, by extension, of all marginalized   
  groups in the continent. (8 minutes)
 • Panamanian Jazz musician and UNESCO Artist for Peace, Danilo Pérez,   
  discusses his love for radio when he grew up. (3 minutes)
 • Remarks of UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador for Peace and Reconciliation,   
  Mr. Forest Whitaker at the special ceremony marking UNESCO’s 75th    
  anniversary. (8 minutes)

UNESCO established World Radio Day in 1946 to 
raise greater awareness among the public and the 
media regarding the importance of radio, to encourage 
decision-makers to establish and provide access 
to information through radio, as well as to enhance 

networking and international cooperation among broadcasters.
According to South African History Online, “the first experimental radio broadcast 
in South Africa took place in Johannesburg on 18 December 1923. The Broadcast 
of a music concert was made by the Western Electric Company. Radio broadcast 
has grown since then to include Public, Commercial and community radio stations. 
According to research there are approximately 15.4 million radio sets in South 
Africa, with 30 million listeners tuning in every day. The devices to access radio 
stations have also grown to include mobile phones and PCs”. 

On Monday 13 February, the Centre will also host a roundtable discussion with 
representatives from community radio stations and other broadcasters. 

Follow Artfluence on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Artfluencefest

https://www.facebook.com/Artfluencefest


Contact Number
+27 31 260 2506

Physical Address
Centre for Creative Arts, Mazisi Kunene Ave, Glenwood, Durban, South Africa

This newsletter is compiled and designed by the interns at the Centre for the Creative Arts under the 
mentorship of the Centre’s management.

The Centre for Creative Arts treats personal information of persons on its database with strictest 
confidentiality. 
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